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ABSTRACT 



. In .March 1975, there were. about 11.2 million persons 
'of Spanish origin in the United States. This advance report ' presents 
data on a variety of social, economic, and demoei^tic charactei;istics 
for these p'eople. subcategories of Spanish origin, are: Mexican, ' 
Puerto Eican, Cuban, Central and South American, /or other S'panishj 
origin. Collected in the' March 1975 Current, Pot>Slation Survey, ' 
statisti<fs are giv^n for such characteristics as age, sex, marital " 
status, educational attainment, major" occupation, family income, and 
low income status* A more ■ detailed report* is forthcoming, (HQ) 
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PERSONS pFSPANISH pRIGtN IN 

' This report presents advance data, collected m the 
^ March 1^75 Current Population Survey, on a varjety of 
sibcidi\ economic, and demographic jcharacteristics of 
persons of Spariish oijgi'n. Specifically, su^h^ character- 
istics' as age, sex, marital status/educational attain- 
ment, m^or occupation, fantUy income, and low ' 
income status are presented for persons wtio identified 
thebselves as being cif Mexican, Puerto Ricah, Cuban* 
Central or South Americanf or other Spanish origiii. 
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THE UNITED-STATE^: 



MARCH 1975 



( In^ March 1975, there were about 11,2 million 
person^ in the United States who reporteduhey were of 

* Spanish origin. Most of these persons, about 6.^ 

* million, or 60 percent were of Mexican origin. Persons 
of Puerto Rican origin constituted about 1,7 million 
persons, or^^ 15^ percent of the total Spanish origin 
population. In addition, there were aboUf ^^(Xjhou- 
sand persons reporting themselvesi>f CubanorigiO^ 
thousand reporting as Central or Soutli American 
origin, and 1.4 million w^o classified themselves as of 

r other Spanish origin (Table 1). 
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The population of Spanish origin in Ma^h^ 
a younger population than the ov^iaH'^opulation of 
the United States: persons of*^Smish oilgjn^had a 
lower median age, 20.7 years ow^than the overall 
population, years old. About. 13^i»r^t of al 
persons of Spanish origin were under 5 years^^&^g^ 
but the proportion of the total United States po^ 
Jation under '5 years of age was 8 percent. Only about 
percent of all persons of Spanish origin were fiJ'years 
old an4^ver in Mat^ch 1975 compared tp 10 percent 
for the total population (Tabl* 2). , * " , 

Sincejafortien irigeneral marry at^yotinger ages than 
men, there was a (grgfer pr^ortion of single Spanish 
origin men than of single Spanish origin women; about 
36 percent of Spanish origin men 14 years old ahd over 
in 1975 were Isingle, but only about 27 percept of 
Spanish origin women were sin^J?tT^bIe^)i / . 

Younger persons of Spanish origin have achieved, in 
IrecQnt yearvhig|ier levels of ed'ucational-^ttainmenu 
than their elders.- For example, about 52 percent of 
' Spanish origin persons 25 to 29 ya^rs old had 
completed 4 years of high school pr mpre, but only 24 " 
percent of Sp^ish persons 55 to 64_years old had done 
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so. Only 8 percent of all persons of Spanish origin 25 
to 29 years^old had completed l^s than 5 years of 
school, but about 27 percent of Spanisb o^rigin persons 
55 to 64 years eld had complatcc^ lesi than 5 years of 
school (Table 4). ^ 
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In March 1975, therc\were about 22 million 
employed men of Spanish origin 16 years ol<i and over 
in the United States, b^t only 1 0 percent of these men 
were working in professional and technical fields as 
compared to'^l 5 percent for all employed men 16 ^^ars 
old and over in the United Stales. Among emploj^ed 
men of Spanish origin, tl^o^t of Mexican origin had the 
highest proportion, 8 percent, employed as farm 
.workers (Table 5). 

^P^jnily income in March J975 was lower for 
Spanish <jrigln families than for alt families in the 
population. Sp^Soally, median income of ^milies 
with head of SpanishSrigin was $9,600, as compared 
with 512^00 for all famOjeS>yyso, the proportion of 
"Spanish origin families with jncon^cs of under $4,000 
was 15 percent, but the proportion ol^ families with 
incomes under $4,000 was 9 perc^i]LL-(?SDle 6). . 



In 1'974 there was a marked difference bet^^een the^ 
individual incomes of men anfl women of Spanish 
origin. For example, about 16 percent of Spanish 
origin (nen with income had incomes of less than 
$2,000, but about 35 percent of Spanish origin women 
with income had incomes of less than ^2,000. At the 
higher income range, about 27 percent of men of* 
Spanish origin had^ incomes over SI0,O00i but only 
about 4 percent of women of Spanish origin had 
incomes at this level In March 1974 (Tabfe 7). 

* Xher^ were about 2«6 million'persons of Spanish 
origin \fi 1974 below the loiV^ncome level, or about 
one of every 4 persons of Spanish origin, There was, 
however, a noticeable difference in the .proportions of 
low-income persons between the subcategories of 
Spanish origin* For example, although only 14 percent 
of persons of Cuban"^ origin were below the low-income 
level, about 33 percent of Pue^to"Rjcan^rig|n persoiis 
were below the lov^income leTCHk March 1974"(Table 

«■ . ■ J 

In this report, information on persons of Spantstv' 
origin was obtained from response to the followp^g 
question: 
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Wh«t It your grtgtn er drsctflf' 



01 Gejcnan 
03 hish 

05 Polish 

f 

06R9ssi^n 
T 

07 Enghsh 

08 Scottish 
09^ttelSti 






lOM^xican'Aiiiencan 
M ChtCano 

Mexiwri(/,*>" 

CefltraJ Of Soulh ArntiK^n 
* 7 i7 0theiSpaftiJh ■ * 

OR . * 
30 Another groirp (tot tts(ed 



CURRENT POPULATIOH SURVEY 



Persom of Spanish origin wcje persons *w*io ^e* 
ported themselves as Mexican*Aiiierican» .Chicago,. 
Mexican, Mexicano, Puerto Rican^^ Cuban, Central or 
South American, or other Span^h onpn. However; a)) 
persons who reported them^lvesasMexicaibAtnericant 
Chicano, Mextc^n,«and Mexicano w^S/e combined irtto 
the one category: Mexican\ 

The estimated number of^ persons of Spanish origin 
presented in Sthis report is coihpafable with t}re 
estimates of*persons of Spanish origin previously - 
published from the March ]974 CPS and the March 
1973 CPS, \ 

It is important to note tha6ithe estimates tn this^ 
report are taken from a samp||e and tlierefore are 
subject to sampling error, Th^ sampling error ft" 



prirnarily a measure of sampling variability, that js, of 
the variatiWs tliat occur by chance because ^ sample^ 
rather ^than the whole of the population is" surveyed, * 
However, qll th^ statements of comparison in this 
report are statistically signiJicant; thjs means that there 
are at least 19 chances out of 20 that a specified 
dilTerence in the text of this report Indicates a true 
difference in the population^ ^ ^ 



The n&mbers in this report are tn thou,sands^nd 
were rounded to the nearest thousand without betng 
adjusted to group totals; hence, the sum of the parts 
may not exactly equal the total shown, ^Also, begause 
9f rounding, the figures n^ay differ slightly from table 
to table. Similarly^ Individual percentages were 
rounded and parts may oot always add to 100 percent. 
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Tabte 1. TOTAL AND SPAtJISH ORIGIN POPULATION BY,TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN^ 
FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976 

(Numbers In tliousands) 



in 

Total 



Percent cJi st ributlon 



population 



Spanish orlp:in 
p(^pulat ion 



.Ml persons. 



Peri>ons,of SpiJnish origin,,,,,. 

^te?frlcan ^ - - / 

Puerto Ricait', ,,,,,, , 

Cuban : , , \ 

Central or Soxith American,,,. 

Other Spaf^i*5h , , 

Persons not of Spanish orifiin'. 



209,572 

11,202 
6,690 
1 .671 
743 
671 
1, 128 
; 198, 369 



100,0 

li 

0,4^ 
0,3' 
0,7 
94,7 



100 to 
,59 , 7 
14,9 
6,6 
6,0 
12,7 
(X) 



\ sot *i|>pl livable, 

^InclxKios persons i^lio dt<l not ,know or did not report on origin. 



Table 2. TOTAL AND SFANtSH ORIGIN POpOlATION BY AGE AND TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE 
' ^ UNITED STAT£S:MAfiCH 1976 



Total 
popu- ' 
l*atlon 



Spanish iorl gin 



Total 



Mexican 



PuertV> 
' Rican 



Cuban 



Other 
Spam sh 




Tot al U hoxisands ) 

Percent , 

o 

Undt;r r> years , , , , , 

5 t o 9 year^, , ^ 

10 to 17 yea^s 

18 to 20 years ^, 

21 to 24 yoar^ 

25 ,to 34 years 

35 \ o A4 years ,,,,,,,,, 

45 t o 54 years, 

5,^ to 6*ti yoar?f,> 

65 yei^rs and,wer* 

18 yeai^s and ovor,,,,,, 
21 years ami over-,,',,^ 

Jllocllan af:e, ,,, (years) ^ , 

4 r 



209-572 
1«0,0 
'7,7 



15. 

5. 

6\ 
U. 
10. 

u\ 

9. 
,10. 



68,3 
62,^ 

28>6 



1.202 


6,690 


100-0 


100-0 


12,5 


11^3-7 


12,2 


12,5 


19,6 


■ 19-5 


6,2 


6,6 


7,0 


7,8 


1J,0 


^ '13-8^ 


11,6 


\ 10-7 


, 6,6 


8.1 


1,7 


3,8 




3,^ 


55,7 


54,3 


49-5 


47,7 


20-7 


0 19.8 



1,671 
' 100,0 



13-0 
13^0 
.20-7 

5-8 
15-9 
12-8 
7-0 
4-1 
. 1-5 



\ 



7^13 
100-0 

4- 6 
6-5 

' 16-7- 

^:o 

5- 4 
9-3 

15-6 

18^ 



53 -^3^ 
'47^1 

r 

19-4 



» 10-T 
X 8,6 



72,2 
6.8,2 

37,3 



24,6 



Tabr<?3. MARITAL ^TATUSOFPERSONSOFSPANESH ORIGIN 14 YEARS OLO AWO' OVER BV TYPE OF 
^ SRANISH ORIGIN AND SEX,'FOR THE UNITEOSTATES. MARCH 1975 



* 

" Marital status 




f 






Other ijp*iiii'sh ^ 




'ALllo 


, Kemalo 


Male 


Keiaa 1 0 


Male 


Pemal t? 


.Male 
























5,520 


3,71 r 


2,,n5 


2,133 


463 


590 


, . 942 


1,021 




1.377 


i.oin 


766 


596 


187 


159 


32,1 


261 




^,103 


2,275 


1.271 


1.304 


2fi5 


364^ 


567 


' 008 




12 




27 


135 


1 


30 




91 


1 




19S 


51 


^ * 99 


7 


37 


^ 39 


i?2 


t 




















100-0 


100,0 


L 100,0 


100*0 


100,0 


100,0 


100^ 


100,0 




3n-3 


27*1 


36,2', 


27^,9 


10,3 


27,0 


34,. 3 


25,5 








60, 1 


61,1 


57*3 


r>1.7 


60'- 2 


59.5 




» 1.2 




1,3 


6,3 




5,1 


1.2 


«.9 




2,8 


r>,3 


2, i 


4*6 


l*fi 


6,2 


4,2 


6,1 



*Ir;tliHit*s Cubrtn, Cent ml or So^rth 'Vrnitrlcaxi. aticJ othor Spanish oriKln* 



Table 4. -PERCENT OF PERSONS WHO COMPLETEO LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF SCHOOL AND PERCENT WiO 
COMPLETED 4 YEARS OF HfGH SCHOOL Oa MORE, t^OR ALL PERSONS AND PERSONS OF* SPANtSH 
ORIGIN 25 VEARSOLO AND OVER BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN. FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 
-1975 



-4 

Years of 'schtj^i criinpit tt'd 
ari<i aKC 
■ ^ ^ 


Total 
la tion 


■J * ^ 

^ Spanish nricir;-^ 


Total 




Rlcan 


Cubai\ 


Othor 
Spanish ^ 


— T 

.j,fss THIS 5 vMfts Oh saimt 

'T<^t,iJ 25 years ,in<! <^vvr. * 

25 ti> 2S) 5"oar^ * 

30 lit 34 yoars..44 j. 

35 (<j 44 yoars^ , , 

'1 WJKUS Ot Ht1}».SCItOOIpOR MOflK 
Total 25 >;cars (iticj over.. 

45 to 54 years 


3,3 
* 1*0 
> (.0 
' i.9 
2.3 
3.5 
IJ.O 

62:6 
83.2 
7«.6 
71*^> 
63.4$ 
51 .9 
- 35,2 


1H.5 
7,7 
9,3 

15.9 

22.5 
26.3 
16.7 

'37.9, 
51.6 
^ 45.5, 
40.6 
34.1 
24.0 
14 .6 


24 .6 
^ 9,K 
U .8 
^ 32.1 
30,2 
35.7 
63.8 

( ' 
. \ 31.0 

; 46,1 

\ 42,3 
I 32.2 
• 24.6 
15.4 


*17,4 
«.2 
10. 1 
13.7 
29,1 
ill) 

\ 

2S.7 
37,7 
27.9 
32,9 
20, 1 
,D) 


7.3 

[to 

3.1 
6.6 
" 12*3 

51. « 

. (Ei) 
56.4 
53.8 

" 44.7^ 

W 


7.^6 

uo 

1.3 

5, » 

6. 'e 

' 12.6 
2^1.0 

58.0 
77.5 
64 .7 
\ 63.5 
57.8 
<J3.7 
^ 31.0 



U Base loss thar; 75,000. 

Mnclmlo^ CentraUor South Amorican rahor Spanish ortgin. 
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Tables. EMPLOYED MEN 16 YEARSOLD AND OVER BY MAJ9BpCCUPATIOI\f GROUP AND TYPE OF 
^ ^ SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE UNlTEDSTATtS: MARCM'IS^S \ 



^ — 


l<Ual men, 
10 years 
L d ^n^t 


Men (6 yort^rs nht 


alKl ovo r 


<it Si>nnish origin 


r 

To Ml 


^^^^^ I can 


J* 


Cnban 




** 

Totai <?rni>l<Ty Oil, ,^ Vh^ni^amls ^ ; , 






1 


2;) 2 ' 


191 


1 1 1 






100,0 


1(H1,0 


100,0 


100,0 


H>0,0 




f 












l^rt^f lonal cind t orhnicn 1 


15 J 




7,6 


9,1 


l'2,2 








f 










t'\C01>l f.lJTil 


11,1 


7,1 


' G,£ 


. 7,6 




*i,7 




6,1 


J, a 






3,ri 


1 ,^ 


CltTical unci kitidr*?<t ^\orkcis,. 




0, i 


3,0 


H,0 


" 12,5 


7 ,0 
















Cratt aiifi kindrod \^o^kors ^, 


^0, 1 


17, J 




' 11,2 




17 ,H 




17,5 




2h, 1 


28,9 


21,3 


2Kr> 


t^borvr^, ^c^<'opPfa™ , , , 

♦ ■ ■ ' 


t 

* 7,0 


12, 1 


1 1 ,2 


0, I 


2 2 


11,2 


['\ii'meri> ancL [Arm inan*ij^v*'S , 


2,9 


0,2 








0,9 




J, 6 




7,7 






0,7 


\ 














.Serv ICO ^(jrkt^r*^ cxctfpl pr iva t 














1 household w<irkGrs 




12,(5 


10,3 


20, :> 


IH,(3 


12, J 


Pri\ratq JicjuselioUl workers 


> 0. I 




0,1 









- (lt>prt*s6nis /t-ro or rounds 
^includes Ct*niral or South 



ncan -^tvS \>\X\Ait .Spanish origt^n. 
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^ J^ble6. INCOME tN 19740FALL FAIVTILIES AND oVfAMILIES WITM" HEAD OF SPANISH ORIGIN, 
J, FDR TH£,UNITED STATES: MARCH 1975 * 



l-^untly income \ 



iitmilios 



Faini I lesf' wi til iK-ad of Spanish orij^i*n 



T<>l-il 



Me;(ii,an 
f>ri^;in 



r tf J 
Ri4:an. 



OthC 1' 
Spain»0 
o r I p tti ^ 



Total f aio^ I los/, , , 
^ pti'COnt,*. . 



- (thous.md^) . 



Ijcss llian ''A ,000. , , 
^1,000 to !^G,990, , , 
t7,00O to :9,999. 
tlO,(H)0 to n'1,499- 
^^l?^,0O<> or more 



(ivtocJian income. 



55,71^ 

100.0 

9,0 
13,0 
' 13,9 
2i.1 
39,7 

\ 

\l2,83G 



2,^77 
, lOO-O 
11,9 

'2A ,3 
23,1 

-^-9,559 



I ^429 
100,1? 

j's.o 

19.2 

20.4 

.J9,49H 



,103 

foo.o 

\ 

)lK,5 
^.2<5,1 
\] .2 

irt^P 

f7,fi29 



' r>i4 

100, o 

12,3 
15,2 
' lfi,0 
23,0 

Ml, 110 



MncIiitJtis Cuban, Central oi* South Amyrf^nn, -nnd other Spanish -iirlKin, 



19740F PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 14 YEARS OLD AN£]f OVER BY SEX ANO 
EOF SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE UNITE&STATES: MARCH 1975 'Xf 



tabl« 7. INCOME IN 

-TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN 



Male t-t*inftlo 



ii^ Jo Vcma 



L>r i}£ 1 1) 



(riious^iruls) \ , 

PoT<ont . , ^ 



3 , ry2o 



.] 1 Ui ^<i90 <jr loss , 
^'i,Nm to 'i,i>f)o. , , 

^2,000 to i2,^9J>. , , 
--'3,000 to ?3,J>99, . , 

^'j,00(> t<^ .[6,D9<> , , 
^7,0(^0 to ^7,<>t}f>. . , 
:8,000 to .^9,9D9, 

^10,000 to M-i,a<)n, 
Mo, 001} to 2'i,<)ai>, 

t25,000 ,ind ovoi 



Mcdij^tt income of purjions with 
income. 



*J 2 
7,1 
7 

7,i) 

iri,2 
7.0 
12,0 
18 3 
7 O 
1.^1 



:t>,507 



;^74 I 



2,341 
* 100, f> 

U 

11.0 
1 ,2 



!3/»t2 



2, liri 



I , R 17 

10(^(^ 

f) n 
7.1 
7.0. 
H,() 
7.9 

U>.0 
7.0 

11 ,7 

17. 
G,0 
O.K 



2, KI3 



1 , 2S)0 
100 



3(^0 
10(^0 



22 
17 
M 
t2 
9 
13 
<3 
1 
I 



tt.3 



7. 1 
7.1 
,H 

7, 1 
15.9 
t2.3 
i l.O 
Iri, 1 
K7 
I .1 



^7,0-'i5 



3(i;l 
100 0 

1 

12,9 
1 \ O 

iri:2 

1 N , Tj 

5.5 
3,6 

O.H 



loo.o 

N,7 
e.« 
7.1 
7 G 
5.5 
13.11 
G,rt 
I Uii 
H> 7 
10.3 
2.7 



:7^ t5H 



t ,021 



OHH 
100 0 



10, 

12, 
0, 
1 1 , 
15, 



1 

r> 

H 
7 
5, 1 
5,7 

1 a.' 

0,3. 



!3,^(>J> 



' - "lltj^ro&onts zoro or n>urnls to /oro, 

'includes Cubau, C'ontral or South Aincricf^n^ ano othor Sp^inisU f*vif^^, 

, Tabfed, LOW-INCOh/lE STATUS IN 1974 OF ALL PERS0r4s AND PERSONSOF SPANISH ORIGIN BYT 
' OP SPANISH ORIGH^, FOR THE UNITED STAj^ES; MARCH 1976 

s 

{S'umbcrs in thousands) 



I 




Total ^ 
population 



Jlolow the low-income lovci 



Number 



Pcrcenr 



All persons 
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